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ON BLOODLETTING IN THE ECLAMP- 
SIA OF PREGNANT WOMEN. 


By Ezra Micnener, or New Garpen, Pa. 





It is not my purpose to write a treatise on Puer- 

ral Convulsions; either pathological, or thera- 
peutic. But to furnish a summary view of my own 
observations, and experience, for more than half a 
century ; with the practical deductions drawn there- 
from, in relation to bloodletting; both as a prophy- 
lactic, and curative means, in this disease. 

‘ Eclampsia gravidarum has long, and justly, been 
considered, both by the woman, and her physician, 
as one of the most appalling incidents of maternity, 
in its aspects, and its results. Yet, when properly 
guarded against, and promptly met by appropriate 
remedies, it seems to be as amenable to treatment, 
as most other accidents of the parturient state. 

Fifty years ago very few women passed through 
pregnancy without one or more bleedings, in the 
district where my observations have been made 
And during a period of 20 years, say from 1807 to 
1827, I believe there occurred only a single case of 
Eclampsia, (1813.) Though young, I well remem- 

ithe sensation which it produced for many miles 

a. on account of its infrequency, and fata! 
results. 

Owing to the prejudice infused into the public mind 
by quacks and charlatans—and the nearly simulta- 
heous occurrence of a typhoid epidemic—bloodletting 
Was gradually let fall; and with it, we experienced a 
rapid increase of cases of eclampsia. Within a like 
yeriod of 20 years, last passed, we have had full that 
number of cases within the same district. I have 
mostly declined practice, yet I have seen three cases 
Within the past year. 

It is worth while to inquire the cause of so alarm- 
ing an increase of puerperal convulsions, of late 
years. The mere increase of population will not 
solve the question. As has been stated, during the first 
Period named—bleeding in pregnancy, was generally 


poeery Se the one period, eclampsia was very 
rare; in the other, it became frequent. And, 1s not 
| this the result which might have been expected to 
follow? We all know that the otherwise healthy fe- 
male is predisposed to plethora, during pregnancy, 
and this often produces, and always increases, the 
gravity of eclampsia. 

In this case, bloodletting affords the most prompt, 
and efficient relief. It does more; while it relieves 
plethora, it favors relaxation, and lessens the irrita- 
tion of the uterine tissues. It removes, or greatly 
diminishes the cause of eclampsia, post-partum hem- 
orrhage; and the inflammatory affections of the 
puerperal state. 

Anemia, from bloodletting, is little more than a 
bug-bear of knaves and charlatans. With a healthy 
and vigorous assimilation, the loss is soon supplied ; 
and is infinitely less to be deprecated than the con- 
sequents of eclampsia. Why, then, is bloodletting so 
much neglected ? Why do physicians yield their 
best judgment to the prejudices of the people? A. 
soldier on the battlefield pours out his blood by 
quarts, yet soon regains vigorous health. A healthy 
woman, during the thirty years of her menstrual! 
life, may be estimated to lose over one hundred 











Practiced. During the second it was as generally 





pounds of blood—often a great deal more. Yet we 
hear nothing of anemia ; it is only an evidence, and 
a means of good health. Why, then, should we fear 
the loss of a few ounces of blood? Witness, also, 
those profuse uterine hemorrhages to which partu- 
rient women are subject, from which, if otherwise 
healthy, they speedily recover. 

A larger proportion of pregnant women suffer from 
plethora, pain in the head, flushing of the face, ring- 
ing in the ears, giddiness on stooping, &c., all of 
which, in many cases, require the use of the lancet, 
as the safest, most immediate, and surest means of 
relief. This condition is sometimes accompanied by 
a feeble and mobile state of the nervous and arterial 
apparatus. It then constitutes the inflammable ma- 
terial; and uterine irritation becomes the spark, 
which too often kindles the destructive flame,— 
eclampsia. 

The attentive observer will generally find some, or 
all of the following symptoms, premonitory of an at- 
tack of eclampsia : 

Pain in the head, often occurring suddenly, 

Ringing in the ears, like bells, or a distant water- 
fall. 
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A full, suffused countenance. 

An indiscribable sensation and pain behind the 
sternum reaching through to the spine,—more im- 
mediately. 

A subsidence of labor pains sometimes occurs. 

Feebleness, or loss of motive power, in one or more 
extremity. 

More or less hebetude, soon ending in stupor. 

These indications may not all occur, nor in the 
order named, in every case; but enough may gen- 
erally be witnessed to admonish the attendant of the 
danger ; and enable him to anticipate the attack, and 
abate its volume, if he can not ward it off. 

The three leading indications here, are: 

1. To unload the brain, and relieve it from pressure. 

2. To soothe the disturbance of the nervous system. 

3. To relieve the irritated uterus of its burden. 

These indications can hardly admit of controversy ; 
but how are they to be fulfilled? They seem so 
plain, that he who runs might read; yet, a great di- 
versity prevails, respecting the means to be employed. 
If the experience of fifty years, and the observance of 
more than a score of cases, have taught me anything, 
the treatment should usually consist : 

1. In prompt and very copious bloodletting ; aided 
by cups, or leeches, as local indications may require, 
fn revulsants, cold to the head, hot stimulating pedi- 
luvia, rubefacients, blisters, &c. In purgative medi- 
cines and enemeta. And perhaps in anesthesia. 

2. After the brain has been sufficiently relieved, 
and the violent action of the heart subdued, a full 
dose of morphia may be administered, either by the 
stomach, or hypodermically, toserve the nervous sys- 
tem and consecutively to relieve the muscular spasms. 

3. In all cases where labour has actually com- 
menced, the delivery ought to be completed as speed- 
ily as possible, without improper violence; either by 
the administration of ergot, the application of the 
forceps, by turning, or other manipulation. 

Twenty four cases of eclampsia have fallen under 
my notice. Of these, 18 occurred in my own prac- 
tice. Of whom 2 died; one was in articulo mortis 
when first seen. The other had trouble of this kind 
in four out of five consecutive labours; she sank ex- 
hausted, her condition not admitting of the depletion. 
10 had been in convulsions from two to six hours, 
when first seen ; 6 were seen in the inceptive stage, 
before the spasmodic attack ; 2 did not exceed the 
inceptive stage ; 6 occurred in the practice of other 
physicians, 1 of whom died. 

Bloodletting was freely practiced in all the cases 
except one. There were twenty-one recoveries, and 
three deaths. And in no instance was there any in- 
jury observed, from the loss of blood. 

CASES, 

It is not my purpose to occupy time and space with 
the details of cases ; but only to note such cases and 
such details, as will best illustrate my special object 
—the use of bloodletting in eclampsia. 





CasE 1. —E. P. During the later period of her 
first pregnancy, E. P. suffered from symptoms of a 
suspicious character, which excited anxiety; for a 
sister, similarly constituted, had lately had a severe 
attack of eclampsia. She was freely bled, and alight 
abstemious diet, with occasional laxatives prescribed. 
She passed safely through the labour. But in the 
subsequent pregnancy she neglected the salutary 
precaution. 

The pains soon became irregular, and almost 
ceased. She grew restless, and moaned, but could 
not tell why. Inquired the cause of certain strange 
noises, which no one else heard. Complained of 
tingling in the right arm; then, that she could not 
move it. Her answers to questions became slow, and 
hesitating, and in a measure, incoherent. These 
changes succeeded each other so rapidly that by the 
time I had tied the arm and was prepared to opena 
vein, she had ceased to respond to our inquiries. 

The vein was promptly opened, and the blood 
made to flow ina full stream until the unpleasant 
symptoms were fully relieved; which, in this case, 
required only eighteen ounces. The pains soon t® 
turned; the labour terminated kindly, and she had 
a speedy recovery. 

In another case, almost exactly similar, spasms 
actually occurred just after the vein was opened, but 
did {not return afterward. In these, and, perhapss 
in all other cases, the physician should carefully 
watch the effect of the loss of blood upon the patient, 
instead of noticing the quantity of blood in the bowl. 
1f he has decided that bloodletting is the proper means 
to produce a given result, and has confidence in his 
own judgment, he should bleed with a special eye to 
that result. 

CasE 2.—A. G., aged forty-one, had been in labour 
all night with her tenth child. The pains were dis- 
tressing rather than strong, and the labour progressed 
slow. Her greatest suffering was from a pain, or an 
indescribable sense of distress behind the sternum 
and in the space between the scapula. In the mo'- 
ing, just as the labour was about to terminate, Ic - 
served a sudden twitch of the fascial muscles, and on 
speaking to her, obtained no response. I immedi- 
ately prepared to open a vein; but just as the blood 
commenced to flow, a violent convulsion came on, 
during which the child was forcibly expelled. The 
arm was left in the care of an assistant, and the 
bleeding was stopped at twenty ounces, with the hope 
that the fits would not return after delivery. 
was a delusive hope. They didreturn, and required 
repeated bleedings for the next eight hours to relieve 
them. She at length recoverd. 

This case occurred more than forty years ago. Ibad 
not then learnt to appreciate the importance of the 
post-sternal pain as an indication of eclampsia, and 
the event showed a grave mistake in not taking 4 
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larger quantity of blood at the first bleeding. Com- 
pare this case with the following. 

CASE 3.—L. R, This woman was the mother of 
several children. She was a perfect pattern for 
apoplexy,—*‘ denoted by a large head and red face, 
shortness and thickness of the neck, and a short, 
stout, squat build.” 

I was called to see her in the evening, at her full 
term. She said she did not know what ailed her, 
she was so much distressed with a pain which seemed 
to start just between the breasts and extend through 
to the back. She had vertigo, and an evident feeble- 
ness of nerve power; but the heart was labouring 
violently. I immediately recognized the danger, and 
opened the vein, with a large orifice. The blood 
flowed till the pain and oppression ceased ; the heart 
became more tranquil, and the flush of the face dis- 
appeared. A large china wash-basin was half filled. 
She suffered no temporary inconvenience; and re- 
mained quite comfortable for an hour, when [I left 
her, in charge of neighbour women, and passed in- 

‘an adjoining room, with her husband, to lie down. 
But we were suddenly called back, and found her in 
a strong convulsion. The ligature was reapplied, 
and the blood soon flowed in a full stream, as before. 
The blood was received in the same basin (which 
had not been emptied) until it was quite full. There 
was little tendency to coma after the fit, and she felt 
quitecomfortable. I remained with her till morning, 
and then left her, under the use of mild adjuvant 
remedies. 

I saw her in the evening—she had passed a com- 
fortable day ; but she then felt a slight return of the 
post-sternal pain—and also manifested signs of inci- 
pient labour. The pain was effectually relieved by 
the abstraction of twelve ounces more blood. The 
labour progressed rapidly, and in four hours she was 
safely delivered. No further difficulty occurred and 
she had a speedy convalescence. 

The reader will, no doubt, call this heroic treat- 

t. It wasso. But happily the end justified the 
means. And let me ask, did not the circumstance 
of the case require that heroic means should be em- 
ployed? The success was as flattering as the treat- 
ment was bold. 

Case 4.—G. B. An illigitimate case of a young 
girl. She was found in convulsions in her chamber 
in the morning, and from appearances might have 
been so most of the night. She was quite uncon- 
scious, and the spasms returned about every hour. 

The physician who was called, bled her to sixteen 
ounces, and used other judicious means; but the 
convulsions continued to recur every hour. I saw 
her at noon. She was unconscious, but constantly 
tossing about the bed. Immediately after another 
fit, she was bled to eighteen ounces more; and a full 
dose of morphia administered hypodermically. In 
five minutes, the tossings ceased, and she fell into a 
Profound sleep; during which, the babe was, uncon- 
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sciously, born. The spasms did not return; and she 
convalesced rapidly. 

In this case the primary bleeding was not large 
enough. The morphia, after full depletion, had a 
very happy effect, in quieting the nervous excitement. 

CAsE 5.—B. U. A young primiparous woman. 
The labour progressed favourably until the head 
began to rest upon the perineum; when she was 
suddenly attacked with a convulsion. I immediately 
bled her to twenty-four ounces, and then applied the 
forceps and delivered the child. There was no re- 
turn of spasms or other trouble. 

Case 6.—E. H. Primipara. Sent for Dr. in 
the afternoon. The labour proved lingering, and 
during the night her pains subsided and the Doctor 
went to bed. Soon after, she tock a convulsion, and 
I was sent for, some four miles. Little had been 
done to relieve the case; and the fits recurred about 
every half hour. Her situation was very favourable 
for the operation, and I promptly removed the child 
with the forceps. It was then found to be a case of 
couplets. While waiting a little for the second child 
to descend, she had her sixth convulsion. I then 
applied the forceps again with equal facility as be- 
fore. The placentz speedily followed. The whole 
delivery did not last more than twenty minutes. The 
mother and children all did well. 

Here was a successful case, without evacuant 
treatment, which did well. But may we not con- 
clude that the attack was of a very mild form, from 
the fact that both of the children lived and did 
well after the mother had been, for several hours, in 
convulsions? The sine qua non in this case was to 
relieve the uterus, as in the preceding case. 

CASE 7.—In the year 1817, while occupying the 
position of House student in the Philadelphia Dis- 
pensary—then the only one in the city, I was called 
to a poor woman with eclampsia. She was about 
the full term, but labour had not yet commenced. 
I found her lying on the floor, her only bed, in the 
most terrific spasms. Her habit was gross and 
plethoric, face turgid and of a dark purple hue ; the 
pupils largely dilated, but the pulse was slow, feeble 
and oppressed. 

I had tied the arm, and was just about to spring 
the lancet, when Dr. N * * * *, a young French 
physician, (who had also been sent for in the alarm) 
entered. I desisted, to allow him to see the case 
and give his opinion. On feeling the pulse, he 
sternly asked, ‘ What, are you going to bleed with 
such a pulse as that?” I replied, “* Yes, I am,” and 
immediately sprung the lancet. The Doctor sat 
down. After the blood had run to some twenty 
ounces, and the heart had reacted, I asked him to 
feel the pulse again. He did so, and promptly said, 
“You are right.” The bleeding was continued till 
the pulse again began to flag. The convulsions 
ceased, but she only slowly recovered from the coma. 
The child was not born till two days after, apparently 





from the effects of infusion of Ergot. 
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This was my first experience in puerperal convul- 
sions. 

It is due to Dr. N* ** * to add, that he very 
kindly met me two or three times a day, and as- 
sisted me in various ways, until our attendance was 
no longer required. 

Cases 8,9 and 10. All fatal. 

The first of these, M. P., was a patient of Drs. T. 
and P. She was in her first labour when attacked, 
I saw her soon after ; the spasms were not violent, 
nor the coma profound; and she was promptly de- 
livered with the forceps, almost without force. The 
spasms then ceased ; but, contrary to our expectation, 
the cerebral mischief continued to increase, and she 
sank about the third day. 

This patient, as I was informed, had been freely, 
but not largely, bled in the beginning of the fits, and 
other appropriate means used, but without benefit. 

The second of these, S. 8., also primiparous, had, in 
the earlier period, a violent determination to the 
head, which seemed to yield to appropriate remedies, 
and she appeared all right. Some weeks after she 
was attacked with epistaxis, which recurred so fre- 
quently, and persisted so obstinately, that great fear 
was entertained of her surviving it. She, however, 
regained tolerable health, and I lost sight of her for 
two or three months. 

As she approached her full term, her husband, 
who had been absent, found her, at four o’clock in 
the morning, in a deep coma, only to be broken by a 
convulsion every half hour. How long this had 
continued it was imppossible to discover. ‘The lan- 
cet, and all other means proved utterly unavailing. 
She died the following evening. 

The last fatal case, R. L. This women had suf- 
fered from disease in early life. Her health was 
very precarious, and her whole nervous system a 
complete wreck, before her marriage. In the seventh 
month of her first pregnancy, she was attacked with 
sudden illness. I found her with intense pain in the 
head, vertigo, ringing in the ears, and impaired vis- 
ion. She was bled as freely as her condition seemed 
to allow, and other means prescribed. In half an 
hour she was seized with convulsions, which, despite 
all treatment, continued to recur for eight hours. 
From this she with difficulty recovered. ‘The child 
was not born for several days after. 


LN SNL SOO LE ON ONO 


In her second pregnancy she required daiJy and | 


vigilant care for six weeks, during which time we 
almost hourly expected another attack. She, how- 
ever, passed through the acouchment without spasms. 

In her third pregnancy she fared Jittle better than 
in the second. 


In the fourth, she did not experience anything un- | 


usual, 


But in the fifth, convulsions set in very early in the | 
labour, and recurred several times before any attempt 
could be made to deliver, and little else now re- 
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mained that could be done for her relief. At the 
earliest practical moment I turned and delivered the 
child, which was dead; and the mother died in two 
hours after. 

The cases. which I have thus partially reported, 
will, I hope, explain and sustain my views respecting 
the use of bloodletting in puerperal convulsions. 
And I fear they also will show that where the lancet 
is inadmissible, or too timidly employed, the danger 
to the patient will be very much increased. In such 
cases, however unfavorable they may be, it might be 
well to try anwsthesia. When the lancet can be 
safely employed, 1 think it should always precede 
the anesthetic, and every other remedy. 

No. 1. Shows the premonitory steps, and the 
successful anticipation and prevention of an attack 
of eclampsia. 

No. 2. and 3. Bring into view a new symptom of 
this disease, so far as I know, not found in the books. 
The latter case is also an instance of complete suc- 
cess in a very unpromising subject for cerebral ~ 
turbance. 

No. 4. Evinces the beneficial effects of morphia 
after free depletion. 

No. 5 and 6. Show the advantage to be derived 
from speedy delivery, and thus relieving the uterine 
irritation. 

No. 7. Is given to show the proper object and 
manner of bleeding in this, and in all other diseases, 
to produce a certain effect upon the system. And 
where the means is wisely adapted to the end, should 
be continued until that end is obtained. 

No. 8. Shows that fatal injury may result to the 
brain, even in comparatively mild cases of spasm. 

Nos. 9 and 10. May serve to warn us that cases 
may, and do occur which do not admit of successful 
treatment by any known means at our command. 


EDITORIAL DEPARTMENT. 


Periscope. ? 
A NEW ANATOMICAL FEATURE IN 
HUMAN BLOOD CORPUSCLES. 

Dr. J. W. Freer, Prof. of Physiology and Micro- 
scopic Anatomy, Rush Medical College, has the fol- 
lowing article in the Chicago Medical Journal, of 
April, 1868: : 

In the Chicago Medical Journal of May 15, 1968, 
Vol. XXV., No. 10, in a brief, hastily written art- 
cle, I announced that I had, as I believed, discovered 
that human blood corpuscles “ are not, as heretofore 
supposed, simply bi-concave disks; but on the con- 
trary, there may be seen, (by the use of Wale’s Illu- 





| minator,) a nipple-like eminence in the centre of the 


concavity of each well-formed disc. This papillary 


eminence is about .00,000,i of an inch in diameter at 
its base. 


That it is a true anatomical form, and not 
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a change incidental to dessication, etc., is shown by 
its appearance at the instant of withdrawal of any 
given specimen, while the corpuscles are still plump 
and smooth in all other respects.” 

Continued investigation on this important subject 
has served only to confirm the announcement then 
made; and having had the opportunity of exhibiting 
corpuscles as herein described, to several eminent 
men of acknowledged scientific ability, and having 
received their opinion in corroboration of my own, I 
propose to set forth in this paper the views heretofore 
entertained upon this subject, and in contradistinc- 
tion present my own more fully, illustrated by ac- 
companying diagrams, which were drawn by an artist 
who had never before seen blood corpuscles, and, 
consequently to be taken, as unprejudiced testimony. 

Among physiologists and microscopic anatomists 
there has been but one generally expressed opinion 
as set forthin standward works, illustrated and other- 
wise : to wit, that the human blood corpuscle is non- 
nucleated. 

Jt may appear incautious, and even rash, to array 
one’s self against evidence so weighty, but my con- 
yictions have ripened under careful and persistent 
investigation, and I deem the announcement timely 
and worthy of earnest attention. 

As all investigators are so nearly in harmony on 
the subject of the anatomy of these organic forms, 
the methods of observation having been uniformly 
the same, it is deemed unnecessary to state their 
views at length. 

in presenting my own views in contradistinction 
to them, I will call especial attention to my method 
of investigation. Heretofore all examinations of 
blood corpuscles have been made by transmitted 
light, from which we might anticipate, a priori, that, 
with instruments of the same degree of perfection, 
similar results would be obtained. On the contrary, 
all of the research upon which my present convictions 
are pased has been prosecuted by the use of reflected 
light ; the object resting upon a polished jet slide. 
“Lhe accompanying diagrams set forth faithfully the 
appearance made manifest by this method when 
properly pursued. 
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D1aGRAM I.—a, represents the perfect, human 
blood corpuscle. It will be seen that the centre pre- 
sents a slight elevation, surrounded by an annular 
depression, while the circumference of the disc is, 
comparatively, thick, smooth and rounded. 

b, represents a disc with serrated and shriveled 
margin, with a perfect central elevation remaining. 

c, a corpuscle without the central elevation. 

d, is a hypothetical diagram of a disc placed upon 
its edge. 





DIAGRAM II. 


DIAGRAM II.—a, represents the perfectly formed, 
oval and characteristic disc, or globule, of the frog. 
In the central portion may be seen an oval depres- 
sion, in the center of which can be observed the ele- 
vation representing the nucleus. The margin is 
shown to be rounded, smooth and thickened. 

b, is like the former in every respect except the 
central papilla is absent. 

c, a shriveled corpuscle. 

d, corpuscle as it would appear set upon its edge. 

lt will be seen from the foregoing explanation that 
these bodies do not all possess a nucleus, or central 
elevation. In fact, there are in both the human 
blood and that of the frog a large proportion, perfect 
in every other respect, that do not possess this pecu- 
liarity. Whether this fact is due to an absence of 
this feature on one of the surfaces of the corpuscle or 
to its non-existence in a certain per centage of cases, 
I am undetermined. 

I have, as yet, examined but few pathological speci- 
mens. In one instance, however, im a case of ad- 
vanced Typhoid fever, the corpuscles, without excep- 
tion, were found serrated, shriveled and distorted in 
the most remarkable manner, with the exception of 
the nucleated centre. This seemed to maintain its 
integrity. 

The reader, by reference to the diagrams, will ob- 
serve that the corpuscles, both of the humanand rep- 
tilian blood, are analogous in their general features, 
as, witness the elevated nuclei in the centre, the sur- 
rounding depression and the elevated margins, to- 
gether with the entire absence of nuclei in nearly 





equal proportions of each. It will also be observed 
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that certain numbers are imperfect in outline, as if 
affected by disintegration ; and this is true of a simi- 
lar proportion of every specimen that I have ever ex- 
amined. This apparent analogy of form and feature 
between mammalian and reptilian corpuscles only 
supports what is generally acknowledged should ob- 
tain with these bodies in order to bring them in har- 
mony with the known homology of other tissues, 
from whatever species of animal obtained. I believe 
that it is never denied that nerve, muscular, bony 
and other tissues, when compared with their kind, 
are essentially alike in their anatomical constitution. 
Why should blood tissue form an exception to this 
general rule? Do not the corpuscles perform the 
very same function, whether floating in the blood of 
a reptile or in the vessels of man? 

With one exception I have not, as yet,extended my 
observations to the condition of blood discs in the 
various parts of the body. In the spleen pulp I found 
them mainly imperfect in form, being generally ser- 
rated, shriveled, and seldom nucleated. Hzmatine, 
in granulated masses, was seen interspersed among 
the corpuscles. White corpuscles, in great numbers, 
were arranged around the margin of the specimen. 

The luminator does not reveal any thing unusual 
concerning the white corpuscles ; they merely appear 
as non-nucleated, globular bodies. It is remarkable, 
however, that they never associate themselves with 
the red discs, there seeming to be a perfect antago- 
nism of position. 





Cultivation of Opium in the United States. 

Continued attention is given to the produc- 
tion of this drug in the United States. Recent 
tests go far to show that the quality of the 
opium raised in several sections of the coun- 
try is good. 

The editor of the American Journal of Phar- 
macy has made an assay of some laudanum 
made from Virginia opium, and finds that it 
equals in strength fair Turkey opium. On the 
contrary, Vermont opium is condemned as 
being merely an extract of poppy leaves and 
stalks, with a little true opium juice, very 
variable in composition, and wholly unfit to 
replace the foreign drug except in very large 
doses. 

This defective quality is attributed to the 
mode of manufacture, described at length in 
the semi-weekly Tribune of March 5th by the 
inventor. The main features of this process 
are grinding and pressure, with use of some 
alcohol to extract the morphine. The juice 
thus obtained is dried, and then packed for 
sale. We agree with the Journal of Phar- 
macy that it must be impossible to obtain a 
good quality of opium by this process, but we 
are uninformed whether the proper method 
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obtains opium of good quality and in good 
quantity from poppies grown so far North. 

Mr. Robertson, the successful producer in 
Virginia, states that his experience is very 
limited, he having only cultivated the poppy 
in a garden on very rich soil, where the yield 
of opium was very great ; he neither measured 
the land nor weighed the opium. He is satis- 
fied that a deep rich soil is essential to a large 
yield; the poppy has along tap root, which 
enables it to stand severe drought, provided the 
tap root can penetrate the soil to a sufficient 
depth. He thinks alluvial soils are best. The 
young plant is very tender, of slow growth, 
and cannot be successfully transplanted. The 
seed should be put in drills about three feet 
wide, the plants standing from one foot to 
eighteen inches apart, or even more, as it is a 
very vigorous grower. The last of July or 
early in August is a good time to sow the seed, 
as the plants stand the winter without injury. 
The single poppy he found to yield more 
opium than the double, and there is less trou- 
ble in obtaining it from the capsules. The 
single white poppy, or rather the poppy with 
white seeds, is generally considered the true 
opium plant. When the capsules are about 
half grown, or three or four days after the 
flower has dropped, is the proper time to 
make several longitudinal incisions on the 
capsule, taking care not to cut through the 
capsule. 

The incisions should be made during the 
latter part of the day, and the thickened juice 
which exudes during the night scraped off the 
next morning with a dull knife. When it be- 
comes sufficiently dried it can be put up in any 
shape or size that is desired.—Scienti fic Amer- 


ican. 
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OFFICIAL PROCEEDINGS OF THE TWENTIETH 
ANNUAL SESSION. 


Continued from p 410. 

Dr. J.J. Woodward, U. 8. A., Chairman of 
the Committee on Nominations reported the 
following : 

New Orleans, La., May 6, 1869. 

The Committee on Nominations unanimous- 
ly report :, 
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For President—George Mendenhall, Ohio. 


For Vice Presidents—Warren Stone, Lou- 

jsiana; Louis A. Sayre, New York; F. Gur- 
vey Smith, Pennsylvania; John 8S. Moore, 
Missouri. 

For Assistant Secretary—Wm. Lee, District 
of Columbia. 

For Treasurer—Caspar Wister, Pennsylva- 
nia. 

For Librarian—Robert Reyburn, District of 
Columbia. 

Committee of Arrangements—Thomas Anti- 
ll, chairman, Robert Reyburn, C. M. Ford, 
L. W. Ritchie, W. J. C. Duhamel, D. R. Hag- 
ver, C. F. Nally, District of Columbia. 

Committee of Publication—F. Gurney Smith, 
Pp, Chairman; W. B. Atkinson, Pa.; A. J. 
smmes, Ga.; Robert Reyburn, D. C.; Caspar 
Vister, Pa.; H. F. Askew, Del.; Wm. May- 
vurry, Pa. 

Committee on Medical Literature—J. J. Wo0d- 
yard, U.S. A., Chairman ; W. 1. Anderson, 
Ala; Theophilus Parvin, Ind.; Hosmer A. 
Johnson, Ill.; C. W. Parsons, R. I. 

Committee on Prize Essays—Grafton Tyler, 
), C., Chairman; N. L. Lincoln, D. C.; N. 
R Smith, Md.; G. W. Miltenberger, Md.; J. 
¥. R. Dunbar, Md. 

Committee on Education—T. G. Richardson, 
la, Chairman; E. W. Jenks, Mich.; E. 8S. 
(aillard, Ky.; W. M. McPheeters, Mo. 

Committee on Epidemics—Add the following 
fill vacancies: J. K. Bartlett, Wis.; J. D. 
lakson, Ky. 

Time for meeting, in Washington, first 
Tuesday in May, 1870. 

J.J. WOODWARD, U.S. A., 
% Chairman. 

The report was unanimously adopted. 

Dr. Herrick, Louisiana, offered the follow- 
ig amendment to the Code of Ethics on the 
luties of physicians to each other and the pro- 
lssion at large. 

RT. 1. DUTIES FOR THE SUPPORT OF PRO- 
FESSIONAL CHARACTER-PROPOSED AMEND- 
YENT—ADDITIONAL SECTION. 
fzc. 5. The spirit of trade and of gain from 
terchandise should by all means be dissocia- 
wl from the practice of a liberal profession, 
ait is important that practitioners should 

“tallow their pecuniary interests to compro- 
tke their duties to their patients. Therefore, 
‘cities and other communities where the 
“vices of competent apothecaries can con- 
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veniently be obtained, physicians should re- 
sign to them the whole business and profits 
of dispensing medicines. 

Laid over to next yearly session. 

Dr. Davis, Chairman of the Committee on 
Various Propositions and Communications for 
Medical Societies, etc., offered the following 
report. The resolutions were adopted and re- 
ferred to the Committee of Publication. 
REPORT OF THE COMMITTEE ON VARIOUS 

PROPOSITIONS AND COMMUNICATIONS FROM 

MEDICAL SOCIETIES, &C. 

After a fair examination of the various pro- 
positions concerning medical education, medi- 
cal legislation, and ethical regulations for medi- 
cal colleges, referred to your committee, we 
respectfully submit the following report : 


WHEREAS, The results of all the efforts made during the 
last twenty-five years, to elevate the standard of medical 
education through concert ef action among the numerous 
medical colleges of this country, have proved with equal 
clearness that such concert of action in an efficient man™ 
ner is unattainable, therefore, 

Resolved, That whatever is done to establish and main- 
tain a just and fair standard of medical education through- 
out our whole country, must be done by the profession it- 
self, through its own voluntary organizations, in the same 
manner that it now establishes and enforces its code of 
ethics. The profession is as competent to declare, through 
its representatives in the national, state, and local socie~ 
ties, what shall be the standard of attainments for those 
to be recognized and admitted into its ranks, and to es- 
tablish the boards or agencies by which compliance with 
such standard shall be ascertained, as it is to declare what 
shall be the ethical rules governing the conduct of those 
already admitted. 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly requests each 
State medical society to appoint annually one or more 
boards of examiners, composed of five thoroughly qualified 
members, whose duty it shall be to meet at suitable times 
and places, for the examination of all persons, whether 
graduates of colleges or not, who propose to enter upon 
the practice of medicine in their respective States, except 
such as have been previously examined and iicensed by a 
similar board in some other State. 

Resolved, That each State medical society be requested 
to make such regulations concerning the pay of the boards 
of examiners, and the fee to be charged for a license to 
practice, that the former shall in no case depend on the 
amount received from the latter. 

Resolved, That each State medical socicty be requested 
to require its examining board or boards to exact of every 
applicant for examination, adequate proof that he has a 
proper general education ; istwenty-one years of age, and 
has pursued the study of medicine three full years, one 
year of which time shall have been in some regularly or- 
ganized medical college, whose curriculum embraces ade- 
quate facilities for didactic, demonstrative, and hospital 
clinical instruction. 

Resolved, That each State Medical Society be requested 
to act on the foregoing propositions at the next regular 
annual meeting after the reception of copies of the same, 
and if approved and adopted by the State Medical Socie- 
ties of two-thirds of the States, this Association shall deny 
representation from all organizations who longer refuse 
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to comply with the same, and shall recommend the State 
societies to do the same, and all persons who, after that 
date, seek to enter upon the practice of medicine without 
first receiving a license from some State Board of Ex- 
aminers, shall be treated ethically asirregular practi- 
tioners. 

Resolved, That in adopting the foregoing resolutions, by 
which it is proposed to treat the medical college diploma 
the same as the diploma of any literary college, this Asso- 
ciation is actuated by no desire to injure the medical 
schools of our country. On the contrary, by the adoption 


of the fourth resolution at the same time that the value 
of the mere college diploma is practically nullitied, it is 


the desire, and confident expectation, that those institu- 
tions will be greatly benefitted; because they will be 
forced to rival each other in the extent and efficiency of 
their courses of instruction, instead of the number of di- 
plomas which they can annually distribute. 

All of which is respectfully submitted. 

N. 8. Davis, 
Pavut F. Eve, 
E.S. GAILLARD, 
E. L¥E JonEs, 

_ J. K. BARTLETT. 

On motion of Dr. Davis, it was 

Resolved, That a special committee of three be ap- 
pointed by the President to present copies of the reso- 
lutions adopted before the several State medical socic- 
ties at as early a period as possible. 

Committee: Dr. Davis. Ill.; J. 8. Weatherly, 
Ala.; J. M. Toner, D. C. 

Dr. Chaille, of Louisiana, chairman of com- 
mittee, presented the following report on 
medical nomenclature, which was received 
and adopted, and referred to Committee of 
Publication : 

The Committee on the Nomenclature of 
Diseases have the honor to report that it has 
examined the “‘ Provisional Nomenclature of 
the Royal College of Physicians’ of London, 
and is of the opinion that it is desirable for 
this association to recommend and adopt the 
same for general use in this country, with 
such modications as, on deliberate considera- 
tion, may appear to be necessary. The fol- 
lowing resolutions are, therefore, submitted : 

1. Resolved, That a special committee of fifteen be ap- 
pointed by the President to take this subject into deliber- 
ate consideration, and to report at the next anuual ses- 
sion what alterations, if any, are necessary to adopt the 


proposed nomenclature to general use in the United 
States. 


2. That this committee be authorized to fill up any va- 
cancies which may occur upon it. 
8. That the Committee on Publication be authorized to 


publish, for general distribution, one thousand copies of | 


the English and Latin portions of this nomenclature, 
under the designation of the Proposed Nomenclature, 
prefacing the same with such remarks as may be decmed 
necessary to secure the criticism and co-operation of as 
large a number of American medical men as practicable. 

4. That the committee hereby appointed be directed 
to araw the attention of the Surgeon General of the army, 
of the Chief of the Bureauof Medicine and Surgery of the 
navy, andof the Superintendent of the Census, to the 
question ot their official adoption of the proposed No- 
menclature ; to invite them to appoint whom they see fit 
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to represent them on this committee ; and to solicit such 
cooperatiou as may be necessary to accomplish the pur. 
pose desired, viz: tho final adoption of such nomencla 
ture and classification as will receive the conjoint appro 
val of the official medical bureaus of the Government 
and of the general profession. 


Stanford E. Chaille, M. D., Chairman. 

J. J. Woodward, United States Army; A, 
B. Palmer, Michigan ; F. G. Smith, Pennsy). 
vania; J. F. Heustis, Alabama, Committee. 

In accordance with the above, the following 
Committee of fifteen was appointed : 

Francis G. Smith, Pa., Chairman; J. J, 
Woodward, U.S. A.; R. F. Michel, Alabama; 
A. B. Palmer, Michigan; 8. E. Chaille, Loui. 
siana; L. P. Yandell, Jr., Kentucky ; Austin 
Flint, New York; Alonzo Clark, New York; 
Geo. B. Wood, Pennsylvania; 8. H. Dickson, 
Pennsylvania; E. Jarvis, Massachusetts ; T, 

-arvin, Indiana; W. M. McPheeters, Mis. 
souri; E. M. Snow, Rhode Island; N. Pink- 
ney, U.S. N. 

Capt. Neal, of the steamer Richmond,™ : 
vited the members to take an excursion at 5 
P.M. 

On motion of Dr. J. P. Garrish of N. Y., the 
invitation was accepted and a vote of thanks 
was tendered to Capt. Neal. 

On motion of Dr. Garrish, New York, also 
a vote of thanks was offered to the New Or. 
leans, Jackson and Great Northern Railroad, 
for agreement to pass members back free, and 
to the Morgan line of steamers and the Mobile 
and Ohio Railroad for their courtesy in tender- 
ing free passes to delegates and members who 
return homeward by those lines. 

Dr. Gaillard, Kentucky, offered the follow- 
ing, after some preliminary remarks : 

Resolved, That the adoption of a uniform rate of colle- 
giate fees—$120 being the minimum—be accepted as the 
sentiment and desire of this Association. 

Dr. Logan, of Alabama, moved to amen@ by 
inserting $140. 

After considerable discussion, the fees were 
placed at $120. 

Dr. Woodward proposed as a special com- 
mittee on the relative advantages of Syme’s 
and Pirogoff’s mode of amputating at the an- 
kle—Dr. G. A. Otis, U.S. A., chairman ; Dr. 
J. D. Holloway, of Louisville, Kentucky. 

Dr. Bemiss proposed Dr. John Waters, of 
St. Louis, Mo., as a special committee on the 
Doctrine of Foree—Physical and Vital. 

Dr. A.M. Pollock, of Pennsylvania, pre 
sented this amendment to the Constitution : 

Resolved, That all county medical societies shall bere- 
quired to elect a committee annually, whose duty it shall 
be toexamine all applicanty for admission as students 


under the tuition of its members, and that no member of 
any county medical society shall receive any such appli- 
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an until such applicant shall present a eortifiente ptt 
gid committee, testifying that he has a good English 
education, and atufficient knowledge of Greek and Latin 
toenable him to pursue his studies with advantage. 

Laid over under the rules. 

Dr. Toner, D. C., moved that a committee 
ovariola be appointed—Dr. Joseph Jones, 
Chairman. Adopted. 

Dr. Pinkney, U.S. N., made the following 
statement respecting relative grades of rank. 
The paper was ordered to be spread on the 
minutes : 

Gentlemen of the A. M. Association: 

I have no special report to present to your 
honorable body; but I would crave your in- 
dulgence while I read to you a brief statement 
prepared on the instant. 

It has been my pride and pleasure on many 
ocasions to appear before you as a delegate 
obehalf of the navy of the U.S. I amagain 
by your council board to refresh myself at the 
foun@hin which at the touch of our noble pro- 
fession, gives forth the waters of refreshment. 

The subject of the medieal staff rank was 
brought to your notice in 1848, when, for the 
first time, it was my privilege to join in your 
deliberations. From that period to the pres- 
ent, your influence has been asked and most 
cordially and persistently given. In 1846, 
relative staff rank was established by the De- 
partment, and in 1854, Congress gave to it the 
full force and effect of law. The highest rank 
then conferred was that of commander. In 
1863, the relative rank of commodore and cap- 
tain was established by Department regulation. 

The Hon. Senator, Mr. Grimes, reported a 
bill for the reorganization of the navy, which 
passed the Senate with singular unanimity. 
This bill created two higher grades. There 
were Mbjectionable features in it, so far as the 
staff corps were concerned. The most objec- 
tinable was the term “ junior to that grade.” 
When the bill was before the Naval Commit- 
tee of the House, I had an interview with 
Vice Admiral Porter and pointed out to him 
the ground of objection to this bill. He at 
oce expressed his willingness to have it 
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stricken out, and authorized me to s: ay so to the 
Chairman of the Naval Committee. I did so. | 
Admiral Porter subsequently wrote a letter | 
making this suggestion, which was transmitted | 
by me to the Hon. Mr. Scofield. 


There has been a great deal written touch- | 
ing this bill, so far as it related to the staff. | 
While I admit that it was not all that I de- | | 
tired, I still considered the establishing of two | 
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higher grades and incorporation in it of the 
suggestion of Admiral Porter a decided gain, 
and advocated its passage. I was satisfied 
that it was an impossibility to so frame a law 
as to give entire satisfaction to all. Such a 
feat never has been and never will be accom- 
plished. I am no Utopian dreamer. It is 
only by mutual conciliation in a true spirit of 
compromise that conflicting interests can be 
harmonized. 

A mere regulation of the Department es- 
tablishing higher grades of relative rank, is of 
no binding effect without the sanction of Con- 
gress. If one Secretary could by regulation 
establish so important a principle, another 
could as easily revoke it. This led me to seek 
with others to obtain the sanction of Congress. 
A right so sacred and important as that of 
rank, should be settled and established by 
law and not left to the caprice of any one 
man, however wise or just. I considered then 
as I consider now, that the bill of Mr. Grimes, 
with the suggestion of Admiral Porter, was as 
good a bill to start with as we could obtain, 
and I for one was not prepared to oppose its 
passage in the House, because it did not secure 
to us all we wished. So far as Admiral Porter 
is concerned, I know, and am proud to say, 
that the Medical Corps has no truer friend 
than he. Bold as he is in spirit, jealous as he 
is of the just fame and rights of the line, he 
appreciates what is due to us. The Medical 
Corps were never placed on a firmer basis 
than at the present moment, and I have full 
confidence that all proper rank will be speedi- 
ly accorded to it by the next Congress. Ad- 
miral Porter will do what he thinks right and 
nothing will deter him. He never forgets the 
claims of justice nor cowers before opposition 
when justice hangs in the balances. I make 
this public declaration because it is due to 
him and to ourselves. 

Thanking you for your past aid and encour- 
agement, and feeling always sure of your 
sympathy andsupport, I am proud of the priv- 
ilege of submitting to you this brief statement. 

It does not seem to be just that I should 
close this statement without according to the 
Iion. Wm. Grimes, the honor due to him by 
| bearing my humble testimony to his devotion 


| to the Navy, and rare familiarity with all that 


affects either its character, usefulness or ef- 
ficiency. 

Association adjourned to meet at 9 o’clock 
A. M., Friday, May 7. 








FRIDAY, May 7. 

The Association met at 9 o’clock, the Presi- 
dent, Dr. Baldwin, in the chair. 

Dr. Joseph Jones, Louisiana, presented a 
number of specimens of pathology, anatomy, 
and natural history. The explanations were 
very interesting, and elicited highly compli- 
mentary remarks. 

On motion of Dr. Garrish, New York, the 
thanks of the Association were tendered to 
Dr. Jones. 

The President appointed as delegates to 
the Canadian Medical Association: Drs. H.F. 
Askew, Delaware; R. Miller, Alabama; J. 
M. Bush, Kentucky ; N. 8. Davis, Illinois; B. 
H. Biggs, Alabama, and J. P. Garrish, New 
York. 

To the International Medical Association : 
Drs. W. J. C. Duhamel, District of Columbia ; 
Jos. Berney, Alabama; E. L. Jones, New 
York; B. F. Dawson, New York; Joseph 
Jones, New Orleans ; G. C. Blackman, Ohio. 

To the British Medical Congress: Drs. F. 
A. Ross, Alabama; Donald Mclean, Ky. 

Delegate to Association of Superintendent 
of Insane Asylums, Dr. Robert Reyburn, Dis- 
trict of Columbia. 

On motion, Dr. Jos. Jones of La., was added 
to Committee on Establishment of National 
Medical College. 

On motion of Dr. F. G. Smith, of Pennsyl- 
vania, the following resolution was unani- 
mously adopted by a vote of the members 
present, standing as a mark of respect: 

Resolved, That the thanks of this “Association” are 
justly due and are hereby tendered to the President for 
the uniform kindness and courtesy with which he has 
presided over the deliberations, and to the Committee of 
Arrangements, the physicians and citizens of New Or- 
leans for the generous hospitality and fraterna) kindness 
with which we have been received and treated during 
our sojournin their city, with the assurance that the 


memories of this visit will always be among the bright- 
est and most endearing of our lives. 

Resolved, That we also present our thanks tothe various 
railroad and steamboat companies, who have so liberally 
extended to us facilities of transportation, and to the 
daily press for their efficient aid in reporting the proceed- 
ings of this meeting. 


On motion of Dr. J. 8. Moore, of Missis- 
sippi, the following preamble and resolutions 
were adopted : 

WHEREAS, The contract system is contrary to medical 
ethics, 

Resolved, That all contract physicians, as well as those 
guilty of bidding for practice at less rates than those es- 
tablished by a majority of regular graduates of the same 
locality, be classed as irregular practitioners. 

The section on Meteorology, Medical Topo- 


graphy and Epidemics, reported their minutes, 
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which were read and referred to Committee 
of Publication. 

The section on Practical Medicine and Ob. 
stetrics reported, which was also referred 
to Committee of Publication. 


On motion, the resolutions appended to the 
paper on training of nurses were adopted. 

The section on Medical Jurisprudence, Hy. 
giene, and Physiology reported. Report a¢ 
cepted and referred to Committee on Publica 
tion. 

The section on Surgery reported their min. 
utes, which were read and similarly referred. 

As the section on Psychology had not or. 
ganized, on motion, the report of the delegate 
to the Association of Superintendents of In. 
sane Asylums, which had been referred to it, 
was referred to the Committee of Publication, 
with instructions to publish’ only that portion 
which had not previously appeared in any 
publication. 

The President appointed Dr. J. M. Toner 
the special committee of one, at Washington, 
D.C., to assist the Librarian of Congress to 
keep the books of the Association : 


On motion of Dr. Toner, D. C., a paper of 
fered at last session by Dr. Jos. Jones of La., 
on Albinism, &c.,was referred to the Commit 
tee of Publication. 

On motion for adjournment, the President 
delivered the following address, which was 
unanimously ordered to be published in the 
minutes of the Association : 


GENTLEMEN—Before I submit the motion 
just made, and which, when adopted, will 
practically close my official relations to this 
body, allow me to return you my most cordial 
and grateful thanks for the unvarying kind- 
ness which I have received at your lfnds. 
Whatever my future lot in life may be, the 
world holds no honors which to me can equal 
those conferred by you. The fraternal goot 
will which has so conspicuously marked your 
deliberations has been to me a matter of inf 
nite satisfaction and pride, and will not be the 
least among the grateful memories which will 
gladden my heart as I may hereafter revieW 
the incidents of my official connection with you. 

To win your judgment and approval, to hold 
up the dignity of fellowship, the usefulness of 
association and the interest and prosperity of 
the profession at large have certainly occtr 
pied my most anxious thoughts since my ele 
vation to this position; yet to cherish and 
promote the intimate and cordial relations of 





friendship between the individual members 
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this Association against all sectional distinc- 
tions or geographical lines, has also been 
among the chief objects of my ambition and 
the earnest desires of my heart. CouldI now 
believe that my efforts have contributed in the 
slightest degree to enlarging that harmony of 
sentiment and fraternal feeling which has 
been so apparent throughout this meeting, I 
should feel that I had commenced at least to 
make some return for the great honor and 
kindness received at your hands. 

It now only remains for me, gentlemen, to 
again express to you my thanks, to wish you 
asafe return to your homes and labors, a 
happy reunion with your friends and families 
and to pronounce that sad word, over which 
the heart of friendship would fain linger, as I 
bid you an affectionate farewell. 

The Assocition then adjourned to meet in 
Washington, D. C., first Tuesday in May, 
1870. 
oREANIZATION OF THE GREENE CO. 

(PA.) MEDICAL SOCIETY. 

Agreeable to previous announcement, quite 
anumber of the Physicians of Greene county 
met in Convention in Waynesburg, on Tues- 
day, the 11th of May, at one o’clock, P. M. 
The Convention was organized temporarily by 
calling Dr. John B. Laidly to the chair, and 
electing Dr. T. W. Ross Secretary pro tem. 

The Constitution of the State Medical So- 
ciety was read, when it was resolved that the 
Physicians of Greene county organize them- 
selves into a permanent Medical Society, that 
shall be and remain as an auxiliary to the 
State Medical Society and the American Medi- 
cal Association. The objects of which shall be 
the advancement of knowledge on all subjecis 
contgcted with the healing art, the elevation 
ofthe character, and the protection of the 
proper rights and interests of those engaged 
in the practice of Medicine, and the study of 
the means calculated to render the Medical 
profession most useful to the public and sub- 
servient to the great interests of humanity. 

On motion, the Convention proceeded to 
the election of permanent officers, which re- 
sulted in the selection of the following named 
physicians: President, Dr. A. Patton; Vice 
President, Dr. A. G. Cross; Corresponding 
Secretary, Dr. L.H. Laidly; Recording Sec- 
retary, Dr. B. M. Blachly; Treasurer, Dr. 
T. W. Ross. 

Doctors D. W. Braden, T. R. Rogers and 
8.Smith were appointed a committee to frame 
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a Constitution and By-laws for the government 
of this Society, to be reported at its next 
meeting. 

On motion, the Convention adjourned to 
meet in Waynesburg, on Tuesday, May 25th 
inst., at one o’clock, P. M. 

J. B. LAWLEY, 
President pro tem. 

T. W. Ross, 
Secretary pro tem. 


4 
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The Police Surgeons and Patrolmen. 

The following Gencral Order was issued 
last week by Superintendent Kennedy, ef the 
New York Metropolitan Police: 

1. At a meeting of the Board, held May 22, 
inst., the following amendments were made to 
the Rulesand Regulations of the Metropolitan 
Police Force ; and, as so amended, will be ob- 
served by the officers and members of the 
Force, viz: 

Rule 34 to read as follows : “34. The Board 
of Surgeons shall make arrangements so that 
a Surgeon of adequate skill shall always be in 
attendance at the Central Department, and the 
Board of Surgeons shall be responsible for the 
proper performance of the duties of the posi- 
tion. 

Rule 81 to read as follows: “81. Whena 
transfer is made of any member attached to 
his District, the Surgeon shall immediately re- 
port in writing to the Surgeon of the District 
to which the transfer is made, whether any and 
what time has been lost by sickness, with the 
disease and circumstance of the case, as fully 
and particularly as is — in the monthly 
reports of the Chief Clerk.” 

ule 95 to read as follows: “95. He shall 
reside in his Surgeon’s District, unless other- 
wise allowed by the Board of Metropolitan 
Police.”’ 

Rule 493 to read as follows : “493. When a 
member of the force shall be transferred to a 
Precinct in another Surgeon’s District, the 
Captain shall give notice of such transfer to 
the Surgeon respectively of the district from 
which and to which the transfer is made.” 

2. At the same meeting of the Board the 
following resolution was adopted—of which 
you will give special and particular notice to 
each member of your command, and, in case 
of violation, you will make charge in due form: 

“ Resolved, That members of the Force are prohibited 
from applying to druggists or doctors (except Police Sur- 
geons) for medicines to be used by themselves ; and from 
keeping at the Station House, or carry on their persons 
any medicines, unless such medicines are prescribed, in 
each case, by a Police Surgeon. A violation of this reso- 
lution will subject the offending party to fine or dismissal 
from the force.” Joun A. KENNEDY, Sup’t. 

Gzo.W. DILks, Inspector. 








—— VERY ACTIVE—The matrimonial mar- 
ket. See our columns. A sign of prosperity. 





The prospect of “ good crops’’ does it all. 
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aa” Medical Society and Clinical Reports, Notes and 
Observations, Foreign and Domestic Correspondence, 
News, etc., etc., of general medical interest, are respect- 
fully solicited. 

Articles of special importance, such especially as re- 
quire original experimental research, analysis, or obser- 
vation, will be liberally paid for. 

na To insure publication, articles must be practical, 
brief as possible to do justice to the subject, and carefully 
prepared, so as to require little revision. 

We particularly value the practical experience of coun- 
try practitioners, many of whom possess a fund of infor- 
mation that rightfully belongs to the profession, 


—— 
Law Regulating the Confinement of the Insane. 
Two years ago a committee was appointed 
by the State Medical Society to prepare a 
draft of a law regulating the admission of pa- 


tients into hospitals for the insane, and their | 


discharge therefrom. The committee consisted 
of Drs. TRAIL GREEN, JOHN CURWEN, J AMES 
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| guardians, or by their relatives or friends, jy 
| case they have no guardians ; but never with 
| out the certificate of two or more reputable 
| physicians, after a personal examinatiop 

made within one week of the date thereof: 
and this certificate to be duly acknowledged 
| and sworn to, or aftirmed, before some magis 
| trate or judicial officer, who shall certify to 
| the genuineness of the signature, and to the 
| respectability of the signers. 


This section is an exact transcript of that 
| proposed by the committee of the State Medi. 
| cal Society. 

|. SECTION 2. That it shall be unlawful, and 
| be deemed a misdemeanor in law, punishable 
| by a fine not exceeding one hundred dollars, 
| for any superintendent, oflicer, physician, or 
| any other employee of any insane asylum, to 
| intercept, delay, or interfere with, in any man. 
| her whatsoever, the transmission of any letter 
| or other written communication addressed by 
| an inmate of any insane asylum to his or her 
| counsel residing in the county in which the 
| home of the patient is, or in the city or county 
| in which the asylum is located. 


This section does not appear in the draft of 


KiNG, J. 8. CRAwForD, JouUN L. ATLEE, and | the committee. It was evidently prepared by 
R. J. DuNGLIsoN—every one of them well | some one who knows nothing at all about the 


known physicians, of high standing in their 
several communities. The committee per- 
formed its duty, and presented an able memo- 
rial to the last Legislature, accompanied by 
the draft of an act. This draft was made the 
basis of an act which was passed by the Le- 
gislature. The modifications were suggested 
by some parties from this city, who sought to 
engraft on the act some very objectionable 
features. In this, they were only partially 
successful. The suggestions made by these 
irresponsible parties are not improvements on 
the original act as recommended by the com- 
mittee, as will be seen by the comparison of 
the two acts given below. We venture to 
predict that time will show the necessity of 
modifying the act, and that it will ultimately 
be brought into cleser accord with the original 
recommendation of the committee. 

We herewith present the act, section by 
section, with such comments as suggest them- 
selves. 

AN ACT 
To provide for the Admission of certain classes 
of the Insane into Hospitals for the Insane in 
this Commonwealth, and their Discharge there- 


JSrom. ' 

SECTION 1. Be it enacted by the Senate and 
House of Representatives of the Common- 
wealth of Pennsylvania, in General Assembly 
met, and it is hereby enacted by the authority 
of the same, that insane persons may be placed 


insane, and its wording is inconsistent with 
that of other parts of the act. 


SEC. 3. On a written statement, properly 
sworn to or aflirmed, being addressed by some 
respectable person, to any law judge, that a 
certain person then confined in a hospital for 
the insane, is not insane, and is thus injustly 
deprived of his liberty, the judge shall issue 4 
writ of habeas corpus commanding that the 
said alleged lunatic be brought before him for 
a public hearing, where the question of his or 
her alleged lunacy may be determined, and 
where the onus of proving the said alleged 
lunatic to be insane shall rest upon such per- 
sons as are restraining him or her of his or her 
liberty. 

This section is radically changed. Th&on- 
mittee recommended in the supposed case, 
that “ the judge, at his discretion, shall appoint 
a commission of three persons, one of whom, 
at least, shall be a physician, and another 4 
lawyer, who shall hear such evidence as may 
be offered touching the merits of the case, and 
without summoning the party to meet them, 
shall have a personal interview with him, 80 
managed, as to prevent him, if possible, from 
suspecting its objects. They shall report their 
proceedings to the judge, and if, in their 
opinion, the party is not insane, the judge 
shall issue an order for his discharge.’’ Which 
is the more humane and sensible provision of 
of the two, we leave to the judgment of our 
readers. 





in a hospital for the insane, by their legal 
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The remaining sections, with the exception 
of the last, which has been added, are esssen- 
tially the same as those recommended by the 
committee. The act proposed by the commit- 
tee was consistent throughout, in wording and 
aim, and fully up to the intelligence and hu- 
manity of the age. The inconsistencies appar- 
ent in the act as passed, the committee must not 
be held responsible for. It is a shame in this 
nineteenth cengury, to see an act on our statue 
books marred by the language of ignorance 
and superstition. 

Sec. 4. Whenever any person is acquitted 
jnacrimina] suit on the ground of insanity, 
the jury shall declare this fact in their verdict ; 
and the court shall order the prisoner to be 
committed to some place of confinement, for 
safe keeping or treatment ; there to be retained 
ugtil he may be discharged in the manner pro- 
thea for in the next section. 

Sec. 5. If, after a confinement of three 
months duration, any law Judge shall be satis- 
fled by the evidence presented to him that the 
prigoner has recovered, and that the paroxysm 
of insanity in which the criminal act was com- 
mitted, was the first and only one he had ever 
experienced, he may order his conditional dis- 
charge ; if, however, it shall appear that such 
paroxysm of insanity was preceded by at least 
one other, then the court may, in its discretion, 
appoint a guardian of his person, and to him 
commit the care of the prisoner, said guardian 
giving bonds for any damage his ward may 
commit : Provided, always, that in case of hom- 
icide, or attempted homicide, the prisoner shall 
not be discharged, unless in the unanimous 
opinion of the Superintendent and of the man- 
agers of the hospital and the court before 
which he or she was tried, he or she has recov- 
ered and is safe to be at large. 

Sec. 6. Insane persons may be say ina 
hospital by order of any court or law judge, 
after the following course of proceedings, 
namely: on statement in writing, of any re- 
spectable person, that a certain person is in- 
sary, and that the welfare of himself or others 
require his restraint, it shall be the duty of the 
judge to appoint immediately a commission, 
Who shall inguire into and —— the facts of 
the case. This commission shall pe composed 
of three persons, one of whom, at least, shall 

a physician, and another a lawyer. In 
their requisition they shall hear such evidence 
as shall be offered touching the merits of the 
case,as well as the statements of the party 
complained of, or of his council. If, in their 

inion, it is a suitable case for confinement, 

@ judge shall issue his warrant for such dis- 
position of the insane person as shall secure 
the object of the measure. 

_Szc. 7. On statement in writing to any law 
judge by some friend of the party, that a cer- 
tain person, placed in a hospital under the fifth 
tection, is losing his bodily health, and that 
Consequently his welfare would be promoted 
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by his discharge; or, that his mental disorder 
has so far changed its character as to render 
his further confinement unnecessary, the Judge 
shall make suitable inquisition into the merits 
of the case, and according to its result, may, or 
may not, order the discharge of the person. 

Src. 8. Persons placed in any hospital for 
the insane, may be removed therefrom by par- 
ties who have become responsible for the pay- 
ment of their expenses: Provided, that such 
obligation was the result of their own free act 
and accord, and not of the operation of law, 
and that its terms require the removal of the 
patient in order to avoid further responsibility. 

Sec. 9. If it shall be made to appear to any 
law judge that a certain insane person is man- 
ifestly suffering from want of proper care or 
treatment, he shall order such person to be 
placed in some hospital for the insane at the 
expense of those who are legally bound to 
maintain such insane person; but no such 
order shall be made without due notice of the 
application therefor shall have been served 
upon the persons to be affected thereby, and 
hearing had thereon. 

Sec. 10. If the superintendent or officers of 
any hospital for the insane shall receive any 
persons into the hospital after full compliance 
with the provisions of this act, no responsi- 
bility shall be incurred by them for any de- 
tention in the hospital. 

Sec. 11. That nothing in this act shall be 
construed so as to deprive any alleged luna- 
tic or habitual drunkard of the benefit of the 
writ of habeas corpus, or trial by jury or avy 
other remedy guaranteed to alleged lunatics 
or habitual drunkards by any existing laws or 
statutes of the Commonwealth of Pennsylva- 
nia. 
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Notes and Comments. 





The Medical Society of New Jersey. 

A generation has grown up in New Jersey 
that knows not Joseph! For nearly twenty 
years this journal has regularly received from 
the Secretary announcements of the meetings 
of the Society. This year no such notice was 
received, though the physicians of that State 
have for so long a time been in the habit of 
looking to its columns for it. In consequence 
of this oversight we have been deprived of the 
privilege of being present, or of making any 
provision for a report of the proceedings of the 
103d annual session of the Society at Jersey 
City, on the 25th and 26th ult. We have be- 
fore us a newspaper report of the proceedings, 
but evidently so inaccurate that we scarcely 
dare touch it. Our friend, Dr. Corson, the 
retiring President of the Society, might almost 
maintain an action against the reporter (we 
mean the newspaper ‘reporter ’’) for “ wil- 
ful misrepresentation and slander” for his 
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Teena” 

report of his address! We understand from 
the imperfect report before us, that about 
fourteen counties were represented by about 
eighty delegates—that the usual routine of 
business was transacted—that the Report of 
the Standing Committee indicated a condition 
of health in the State that was anything but 
promising for the income returns to the assess- 
ors of tax for internal revenue—and that the 
following were a portion of the officers elected 
for the ensuing year—President, Dr. Wm. 
Prerson, of Orange; Recording Secretary, 
Dr. C. F. J. LEHLBACH, of Newark. 





Photographs of Distinguished'Physicians. 


In the REPORTER for the Ist of May, our 
readers will find a list of portraits of the most 
eminent European Physicians. They were 
collected by Dr. Wm. H. Helm, and are of the 
greatest interest to medical men. All the 
bright lights of science are found among them, 
and a physician could not have a more inter- 
esting album than one made up of the photo- 
graphs of these teachers whose names are 
household words to all of us. For catalogue, 
prices, etc., address Dr. W. H. Helm, Sing 
Sing, N. Y. 





The New York Drug Bill. 
The following bill was passed by the last 
Legislature of New York : 


Src. 1. No = employed or in attend- 
ance at any g store or apotnecary shop 
shall prepare a medical prescription, unless he 
has served two years’ apprenticeship in a 
drug store, or is a graduate of a medical col- 
lege or a college of pharmacy, except under 
the direct supervision of some person possess- 
ing some one of the before-mentioned qualifi- 
cations; nor shall any one having permanent 
charge as a — or otherwise, in any 
store in which drugs are sold by retail, or at 
which medical prescriptions are put up for 
sale or use, permit the putting up or prepara- 
ration thereof therein, by any person, unless 
such person has served two years as appren- 
tice in a retail drug store, or is a graduate of a 
medical cellege or a college of pharmacy. 

Src. 2. Any pee violating the provisions 
of this act shall be deemed guilty of a misde- 
meanor, and shall be punished by a fine not 
exceeding $100, or by imprisonment not to ex- 
ceed six months in the county jail; and in case 
of death ensuing from such violations, the 
peteen offending shall be deemed guilty of a 
elony, and be punished by a fine not less than 
$1,000, nor more than $5,000, or by imprison- 
ment in the State Prison for a term of not less 
than two years, nor more than four years, or 
bj both fine and imprisonment in the discretion 
of the Court. 
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Sec. 3. This act shall take effect immedj. 
ately. 


This act will do as a half-way measure, but 
what we want is not merely care in puttingy 
prescriptions, but some guaranty that drug 
are not adulterated. This is not touched upon 
in the New York Bill. We shall positively 
insist, in this State, that a diploma as M. D. js 
qualification enough for the proprietor of a 
drug store, a point designedly, we suppose, 
overlooked in the draft of a bill sent to Har. 
risburg by the Philadelphia druggists last win’ 
ter. 





To Subscribers. 

We have lately been preparing new mail 
books, and our subscribers may notice some 
errors in transcribing. In such case will ¢hey 
be good enough to point them out? It has 
been a formidable task, but it will much sim. 
plify our future operations. We have left 
ample space in our new books for new nigmes. 
Now, friends, fill them up. 





Good Appointments. 

We notice that the Commissioners of Char 
ity and correction of the city of New York, 
have appointed our confrere Dr. E. 8. Dun. 
STER, editor of the New York Journal of 
Medicine, House Surgeon of the Infant's 
Asylum on Ward’s Island. 

Dr. Lovis ExLsBERG has been appointed 
by [the Trustees of the University of New 
York, a Clinical Professor in its Medical De- 
partment, with special reference to diseases 
of the throat and air passages. 

This institution is erecting a magnificent 
building especially adapted to medical educa: 
tion, in the immediate vicinity of Bellewe 
Hospital. * 





Medical Society of Indiana. 

The Medical Society of the State of Indiana 
met at Indianapolis, in the Senate Chamber, 
en the 18th of May, Dr. Field, of Jeffersonville, 
President, in the chair. 

The attendance was large. A paper was 
read, among others, entitled “ Why Doctors 
Disagree.” If that question was settled, and 
the doctors agreed not to disagree any more, 
it was certainly a good meeting—and probably 
was in any event. It would Lave been to the 
advantage of the Society if its Secretary had 
made a brief report of its proceedings for out 
columns. 
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The following officers were elected for the 
coming year: President,George Sutton, of 
Aurora; Vice President, H. P. Ayers, of Fort 
Wayne; Secretary, G. V. Woolen, Indianapo- 
lis; Assistant Secretary, W.J. Elstun, Indian- 
apolis ; Treasurer, W. J.. Lyons, Huntington ; 
Librarian, H. F. Barnes, Indianapolis. 

ROT He. 


LLL 


Correspondence. 


DOMESTIC. 








On Carbolic Acid. 
EpIToRs MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER: 

Having seen a good deal written in the Rr- 
PORTER about the virtues of Carbolic Acid 
and its almost universal adjunct Glycerine, I 
thought it would not be amiss to add a mite of 
the little experience I have had with them. 
I will state that I do not believe they have 
b@pn too highly lauded. 

Mr. A. G., wet. 45, farmer and habitual drink- 
er, consulted me in regard to an abscess which 
had formed in the palm of the hand. Depth 
of abscess was three inches, the hand being 
considerably swollen, and rapidly filling up 
with fungous matter. I prescribed the follow- 
ing : 

P RK. Acid. carbolic, 3). 

Glycerine, 3Zviij. m. 

A small portion to be thrown into the cavity 
twice a day, and the orifice covered over with 
lint, saturated with the mixture. The roller 
was applied to relieve turjescence. 

This treatment was persisted in for a week, 
when the patient was discharged; the part 
having healed thoroughly. 

Mrs. E., «et. 50 years, came to me for the relief 
ofa gun shot wound of the arm, of several 
months standing. Most of the loadseemed to 
have entered at the olecranon process. Many 
shot penetrating the joint, while others glanced 
down cutting furrows through the periosteum 
on the posterior aspect of the ulna which was 
covered by a thin dermoid tissue beneath 
which a sinus extended from the olecranon 
nearly to the hand. Anchylosis had taken 
place. The probe revealed necrosis of the outer 
condyle of humerus, and head and part of shaft 
of ulna. <A free incision was made from the 
joint downward, the parts thoroughly cleaned 
and the joint filled with the foregoing formula, 
and closed over with lint saturated with the 
same. This was continued until it healed up. 

There is another agent I will include in this 
brief report, which I think possesses very 
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valuable therapeutic properties, and may be 
applied to all carious and necrosed osseous 
surfaces with the happiest results. It is mu- 
riatic acid. About two years ago I was con- 
sulted by a mulatto woman who was suffering 
with necrosis of the tarsal bones of one foot, 
and of the distal extremity of the radius of the 
same side, which condition was no doubt owing 
to a syphilitic taint of the system. I chloro- 
formed her, cut down upon the diseased bones, 
and after cropping them as well as I could, and 
thoroughly cleansing the parts with water in- 
jections, I commenced the daily injections 
of the following : 
R. Acid muriatic, 3ij. 
Aqui, Zvj- m. 

Of which a small syringeful was injected 
night and morning. 

As a constitutional corrective, I gave her 


kK. Potass. Iod., Ziij. 
Hyd. Bichlo, grs. j. 
-Aquie, Siv. mm. 


A teaspoonful ter die. 
The parts soon healed up nicely. 


Montgomery Co., Md., May 22, 1869. 


Scarlet Fever—Convulsions. 
Epirors MED. AND SuRG. REPORTER : 
Noticivg your frequent request to have 
communications made short and to the point, 
I will without further ado sally forth; during 
the early part of April I was in attendance on 
several cases of scarlet-fever, of a malignant 
type, and meeting with the success too gener- 
ally met with, i. e. a partial success, I com- 
menced “ beating about” for some theory, old 
or modern, on which to establish a new course 
of treatment, when the fungi and apimalcu- 
lar view of the cause of scarlet fever and dip- 
theria occurred to me, and simultaneously the 
property possessed by carbolic acid, that of de- 
stroying animalculz, presented itself. Know- 
ing that carbolic acid has been frequently 
used as an application to scarlet fever and dip- 
therial sore-throat with success, I determined 
to go a step further, and meet the enemy in 
the blood; the case under my care at the 
time, being a severe one, and succumbing 
rapidly, I resolved at once to make a practi- 
cal application, ordered the following pre- 
scription : 
R Acid. Carbolic, 
Aque Distil. 





gr. Xvj. 
f.Ziv. mm. 


Sig: Twenty-five drops every two hours, 
and to be ‘used as a wash for throat, and in- 
jected into nasal passages. 


The child being 
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very restless (during night particularly,) show- 


ing brain symptoms, and hence fearing 
opium, I gave 5 grs. of Bromide Potassium 
at bed-time. On making my visit the nextday, 
found the treatment had acted well; I con- 
tinued treatment, making no change whatever ; 
case recovered ; from that time to the present 
have depended entirely on this treatment 
with marked success. It will be noticed I gave 
the acid with distilled water; I do this that 
the acid may be untrammeled with vegetable 
or animal matter found in syrups and common 
water. Ido not find on inquiry that carbolic 
acid has been used internally in the two 
diseases under consideration, viz: Scarlet 
Fever and Diptheria. I claim, or desire 
nothing, only to put before the medical pu!- 
lic that which I have tried and found to be 
truly valuable, and I will go further, and say, 
so far proving a specilic. 

I will conclude by relating two cases of 
convulsions. Was called tosee Willie Henry ; 
found him in convulsions—having laid in this 
condition five hours—all the usual remedies 
having been applied by a neighboring physi- 
cian, before my arrival, without producing the 
slightest amelioration inthe symptoms ; indeed 
the symptoms seemed to be tending towards 
death; I decided, with the sanction of Dr. 
Randle, to use the hypodermic syringe ; in- 
jected one-twelfth of a grain of morphi sulph. 
under the skin, over the deltoid, and in twenty 
minutes convulsions gave way and he fell iato 
a quict sleep ; has recovered—there being no 
recurrence of the convulsions. I would here 
state, that after the jection we watched the 
pupils, which were, before the hypodermic use 
of morphia, inordinately dilated, contracted 


down to mere points, when quiet sleep took 


the place of the horrid convulsion, giving us 
another proof of the great valuc of hypoderm- 
ism. The second case of convulsions was 
substantially a counterpart of the one just 
described, treated the same with the same 
happy result, sleep following in this case in 
fifteen minutes. The above cases were chil- 
dren of nervous temperaments; cause of con- 
vulsions, shock ; respective ages eight and five 
years. Respectfully, 


Phil'a., Pa. H. C. Pats. 


— The Illinois Legislature has passed a law 
classifying drunkards with idiots and insane 
people, and giving their property and per- 
sons to the charge of guardians. 

That is sensible and just. We wish more of 
our State Legislatures would enact such laws. 
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A Valuable Scientific Muscum Destroy ed. 

The St. Louis Academy of Science has re- 
cently suffered the loss by fire of its valuable 
collection of books, pamphlets, maps, ete. 
The museum contained six hundred specimens 
of marine shells, donated by the Smithsonian 
Institute, and was unusually rich in crania, 
skeletons of birds, and reptiles, together with 
Dr. Pope’s mounted skeletons of mammals, 
purchased in Europe and transported at great 
expense; also about 1,200 specimens of 
minerals, embracing a full suit of Missouri 
minerals and ore. There were also an ex- 
tensive collection of bones and teeth of ex- 
tinct animals, and fossil turtles collected from 
the Mauvais Terre, Dakota, by Prof. Iayden; 
also the collection of rocks, illustrating 
various geological periods, amounting to four 
or five hundred specimens, including those 
collected by Dr. Wizlizenus during Color) 
Doniphan’s expedition to New Mexico. 





Decay of Erudite Physicians. 

Speaking of the 17th century, M. Montanier 
observes :—“ One feels astonished, almost 
alarmed, at the erudition exhibited by the men 
of that period, whether magistrates, advocates, 
Physicians, etc. In our own Profession, these 
erudite and lettered men were very numerous, 
and we are surprised by the deep and varied 
knowledge of a Naude, a Riolan, of a Guy- 
Patin, and many others. Those even who did 
not attain this highest reputation were yet 
men of very great merit, and their vast erudi- 
tion reflected a ray of brightness over the 
whole Profession. In our own day, truly 
erudite Physicians are indeed rare. Scarcely 
can one name two or three in Paris, and these 
may be said, as it were, to make erudition th@r 
Profession. As to single Medical Practitioners 
having a tincture of the history of their art and 
profession, so few are they that it is doubtful 
whether they could be counted. In my opiu- 
ion, this isa sad state of things.” 





——It is said that Jusius von Leibig, the 
celebrated chemist, is making a great deal of 
money out of the meat extract factory which 
has been established at his suggestion in 
South America and one-half of the profits of 
which are paid to him. 

We hope that will be the experience of our 
townsman B. J. Crew, for his elegant ex- 
tract of beef certainly deserves an extended 
patronage. 
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‘A Hygienic Ice Chest. 

At the last meeting of the Massachusetts 
Institute of Technology in Boston, Dr. Gar- 
rett exhibited and explained what he called 
a hygienic ice chest, which he claimed would 
ventilate a room by means of ice. The appa- 
ratus had the form of a secretary, the middle 
portion containing ice, the lower receptacle 
for the water from the melting of the ice, and 
the upper portion containing convenient 
shelves. Ile said the coldness of the ice 
would make a downward draft of air through 
aslit in the top of the apparatus, and that 
the air thus cooled and Ceprived of its mois- 
ture would issue from the sides into the apart- 
ment, purified and refreshed. He added that 
the noxious effluvia of the sick room would 
thus be drawn in upon and condensed by the 
ice, and remain in the water below. It was not 
“a med that it supplied any oxygen to or 

oved carbonic acid from the air of the 
ions, but that it removed unwholesome efilu- 
via. 

Mr. Lowe spoke of the hygienic importance 
of the relative humidity of the air within and 
out of doors, especially in sickness. This ap- 
paratus, by its ice, would make the issuing air 
drier, and, therefore, more healthful in the 
dog days, when the damp air is so oppressive. 
Moist air is the best conductor of odors, and 
the moisture is lessened by the ice. He thought, 
however, that the ice should be put in the 
top and not in the middle portion of the ap- 
paratus. 

Mr. Duncklee made some remarks on the 
importance of securing in our dwellings a 
certain relative humidity, and said that from 
40 to 65 per cent. is the best, both for sick and 
Wwe¥.— Scientific American. 


PAM 





Mortality in the Hotel Dieu. 

Vieq. d’ Az yr and Lavoisier having been 
requested by the Academy of Sciences of Paris 
to compare with respect to their relative mor- 
tality the Hotel Dieu and La Charite, have 
signed a report in which the following passage 
occurs : “* The Hotel Dieu, in fifty-two years, 
out of 1,008,741 patients has lost 244,720,a 
proportion of one in four and a half. La- 
Charite, which has only had a mortality of 
one in seven and a half, has lost 168,700. 
From these statistics results the fearful con- 
sideration that the Hotel Dieu has in fifty- 
two years cost France 99,044 citizens, whose 
lives would have been preserved if the Hotel 
Dieu had enjoyed as favourable position as 
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that ‘of La Charite. The loss of life in these 
fifty-two years represent 1,906 deaths a year, 
about the tenth part of the total and continu- 
ous mortality of Paris. The maintenance of 
this hospital, or rather of the situation which 
it occupies, produces therefore the same effect 
as would a plague which unceasingly desolated 
the capital.’’ 





The Time of Shakspeare. 

We extract from a very interesting lecture 
lately delivered at the London and Middlesex 
Archeological Society, by Mr. B. B. Orridge, 
the following :—‘ In the poet’s time, grocers 
seem to have been the druggists of the period ; 
they probably merely provided drugs for the 
manipulation of the apothecary, or, in other 
words, there were no professional pharma- 
ceutists, pharmacy as a science being compara- 
tively unknown. The grocer-druggists, how- 
ever, often came in contact with the Physician, 
and, as an instance of such social intercourse, 
it appears that a daughter of John Sadler be- 
came the wife of Dr. Wilby, a Physician, and 
in Quiney’s will is mentioned another member 
of the profession. This will was proved in 
London in 1656, and in it is contained a be- 
quest to his brother Thomas of £12 a year, to 
be paid quarterly, but no reference is made to 
Judith Quiney, the poct’s daughter, who was 
still living.”’ 





A Dropped Fee. 

A celebrated Surgeon was called in consult- 
ation, a few days since, to the house of Count 
., who slipped a louis d’or into his hand as 
he was leaving. This was poor pay, and our 
Surgeon is no lover of poor pay. Making a 
grimace, he let his louis fall, and the Count 
stooped ‘down, picked it up, and restored it to 
the Doctor. The Surgeon, however, stooped 
down in his turn, and pretened to be looking 
for something. ‘* What do you seek, Doctor ?”’ 
was the question. “I am looking for the 
other.”’ 


Consanguineous Marriages. 

M. Voisin states as the result of a careful 
examination of 1,077 of his patients at the 
Biccetre and Salpetriere, that in no one in- 
stance of his idiotic, epileptic, or insane 


patients, could healthy consanguinity be legi- 
timately regarded as the cause of the affection. 
He believes that the ill results which have 
been observed after consanguineous unions 
are not really due to these, but are to be at- 
tributed to the ordinary hereditary causes.— 
Union Med. October 3, 1868. 











436 
Army and Navy News. 


The following changes have been made in 
the Medical Department of the Navy : Sur- 
geon John Abernethy is ordered to the Naval 
Hospital at Norfolk, onthe 15th of June, re- 
lieving Surgeon Joseph Wilson, who is ordered 
to the Lancaster, and as fleet Surgeon of the 
South Atlantic Squadron; Surgeon C. J. Cle- 
borne is ordered to the Macedonian, relieving 
8. Robinson, who is ordered to the Monocacy, 
in the Asiatic Squadron ; Surgeon Woolverton 
is detached from the Monocacy and ordered to 
return home. 

Fleet Surgeon A. A. Henderson is detached 
from the Pacific Squadron and ordered home. 
He will be relieved by Surgeon Lansdale, 
whose former orders to the Lancaster have 
been revoked. Passed Assistant Surgeon E. 
C. Vermulen is detached from the Tallapoosa 
and ordered to the Dale. Passed Assistant 
Surgeon J. B. Parker is ordered to the Talla- 
poosa. 





—— A special Committee of the Massachu- 
setts Legislature made an official inspection 
of the New York State Inebriate Asylum at 
Binghampton, last week, and announced their 
intention of reporting on their return in favor 
of establishing an institution like it in Massa- 
chusetts. 

—— According to the report of the Superin- 
tendent of the State Lunatic Asylum at 
Fulton, Mo., there were 381 patients in the 
institution on the 31st of March. During the 
month of April 126 of these were transferred 
to the St. Louis County Asylum, leaving 240 
inmates on the Ist of May. 

——Dupuytren left a fortune of one million dol- 
lars. He received from Baron Rothschild $20,000 
in a single fee, for the treatment of a fractured thigh. 

—tThe practice of forcible dilatation of the ure- 
thra has been condemned by the Paris Academy of 
Medicine. 

—Dr. Elijah B. Harmon died at Chicago aged 
87 years. He was assistant surgeon at the battle of 
Plattsburg. 

—Dr. Usher Parsons died lately in Providence, 
R, I., aged 80 years. He was snrgeon at the battle 
of Lake Erie. 


— (a 
[ Notices inserted in this column gratis, ang are solicited fro», 
all parts of the country ; Obituary Notices and Resolutions of 
Societies at ten cents per line, ten words to the line.} 
MARRIED. 


AwsuutTz—PuItirs.—May_ llth, at the residence of 
Amor 8. Shawhan, Esq., by the Rev. Wm. Robinson’, Dr. 
—— and Miss Josie L. Philips, all of Morrow, 

0. 
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DRaNE—BURRADELL.—May 12th, at the residence of 
the Bride’s Father, in Marshall County, Ky., by Rev. J. 
B. Fletcher, Dr. C. H. Drane, of Ballard county, and 
Miss Sallie E. Burradell. 

DuBorws—Bvuck.—At Bridgeton, N. J., wer 20, by Rey. 
Robert P. DuBois, Dr. Frank L. DuBois, United States 
Navy, and Clara M. R. Buck, daughter of Robert 8. 
Buck, Esq. 

GIBERSON—JACKSON.—May 25th, at Christ Church, 
pore the Rey. E. H. Cantield, D. D., Charles H. 
Giberson, M. D., and Indiana, daughter of the late Sam- 
uel Jackson, M. D., U. 8S. Navy. 

HEBBARD—VANDERPOEL.—At Calvary Baptist Church, 
May 19, by the Rev. R. J. W. Bucklanc arry C. Heb- 
bard and Annie Octavia, daughter of Edward Vander- 
poel, M. D., of New York. 

HeERItTaGE—Suivers.—In Trinity Church, Swedes- 
boro’, N. J., on Wednesday, May 26th, by the Rey. 
Charles Cherrier, Rector, assisted by Rev. Charles 
Duane, J. Down Heritage, M. D., and Miss Lizzie F., 
a 9 daughter of C. P. Shivers, Esq., of Swedesboro’, 


JONES—PRICHARD.—In this city, May 6th, Ls the Rev. 
A. H. Corliss, 8. Preston Jones, M. D., of Philadelphia, 
and Miss Mary S. Prichard, of Stittville, N. Y. 


MARSHALL—WORTHINGTON.—May 11, 1869, by Rey. 
William E. Moore, at West Chester, Pa., Mr. ‘Thomas 
W. Marshall and Miss Kate D., youngest daughter of 
Wilmer Worthington, M. D., all of West Chester, Pa. 


Swan—Co.iins.—At the residence of the bride’s par- 
ents, May 25, 1869, by the Rey. A. H. Thomas, Sa:ouel 
M. Swan, M. D., and Lizzie A., eldest daugh tert 
Thomas M. Collins, Esq., all of Johnstown, Pa. : 


SPRING—WALL.—By the Rev. Mr. Murphy, on the 5th 
of May, 1869, in Atalla county, Miss., at the residence of 
the bride’s father, Capt. W. W. Wall, Dr. John V. Spring, 
and Miss Vivie 8S. Wall. 


Von_BELOw—ConkEy.—May 27, 1869, at Roselle, N. 
J., by Rev. D. H. Miller, D. D., Otto Von Below, M. D., 
of Westfield, N. J., and Mary E., daughter of the late 
Ithamar Conkey, of Elizabeth, N. J. 


DIED. 


ButLer.—In East Berkshire, Vt., May 15, Dr. Sam'l 
Stone Butler, wt. 82. : 

He educated to the medical profession thirty-three 
young men, among whom were three ot his own sons and 
one step-son. 


KirK—Macy.—In Kokoma, Indiana, May 18th, Dr. S. 
T. Kirk and Letta M. Macy. 

Knox.—In this city, May 26th, Charles G., eldest son 
of Dr. J. Warner and Elizabeth H. Knox, aged 11 years. 


MAGRUDER.—In Washington, D. C., May 30, Dr. Wm. 
B. Magruder, wt. 60 years. He was tormerly Mayor of 
Washington. 

‘ Rusu.—In this city, Muy 26, 1869, James Rush, M. D. 
in the eighty-fourth year of his age. 


' 
Suerrerp.—At Asbury, N. J., May 12th, Frederick 
P. Shepperd, M. D., in the twenty-fifth year of his age. 


VAN PeEtt.—In New York, May 29th, Frederick R., 
son of Dr. M. D. and the late Cornelia A. Van Pelt, 
aged 18 years, 10 months, and 5 days. 












































METEOROLOGY. 

“MAY, | 24, | 35, | 26, | 27, | 28, | 29, | 30. 
Wind......|N. E.] W. |S. W.IN. E.|N. E.|N. E.|S. W. 
ween, a8) | Ciear| Clear| Clear} Cl’dy| Cl’dy.| Cld’y| Cl’dy 
Weather. > | Hazy Rain. Rain 
DepthRain 
Thermom.,. 
Minimum..|50° |54° {58° 149° 53° | 68° 
At8,A M.|65 |72 |s80 [52 |52 |59 [65 
At 12 M...|73 80 82 58 59 15 74 
At3, P.M.|74° [7 183 5T 60 80 16 
Mean.,....|65.60 |71.25 |74.75 (54. 55.25 |66.67 |68.25 

' —_ — 
Barometer... | | 
At 12, M...{29.7 {29.7 |29.7 {29.8 (20.8. (29.8 [30.2 














“B. J. Leepom._ 


Germantowo, Pa. 

















